A short text, part of the gemara on mSanh 8:7 (cf. bSanh 74a-b), juxtaposes two different approaches to a transgression committed in the face of death: according to the one, a transgression is legitimate if it rescues one's life; according to the other, death "saves" an individual from committing a transgression. These two approaches are attributed by the Babylonian stam to particular places of origin: those advocating rescue from a transgression through death are rabbis active in the Land of Israel; those advocating rescue from death through a transgression are Babylonians.
The Sages of Lod and a Question on Esther
Let me begin with the text: According to this tradition, by a majority vote in the "upper chambers of the house of Nitza in Lod"4 it was decided that someone, who is forced to choose between committing an act of idolatry, a sexual trans gression or bloodshed and being killed, should rather let him/herself be killed than commit one of the three enumerated transgressions.5 With relation to this tradition Rav Dimi, a nehutei (i.e. a scholar who traveled regularly between Babylonia and the Land of Israel in order to report traditions from the Land of Israel to the scholars of Babylonia), transmits in the name of Rabbi Yohanan that the majority vote of the Lodian sages appertains solely to a situation in which there is no "royal decree" ‫המלכות(‬ ‫)גזרת‬ forbidding the practice of Judaism. If, however,
